
 HABITATS' CONTRIBUTION TO 
INSPIRE:  

 
APPROACH AND RESULTS OF 

ITS SOCIAL VALIDATION  

 

 
 

Dr. Ana T SAEZ 

Next Step srl 

a.saez@nextstepint.eu 



HABITATS aims  

 ‘to operationalise a broad range of public 
and private services  

   

 that require the use of reliable spatial 
environmental data regarding living species 
and their habitats 

 

 enabling those services to access the 
required information because it has been 
made available according to a common 
format’ 
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Imbedded on issues that link the mosaic of institutional relations and 
interest groups, and their evolution. 



    -   Continuous,  

       medium and long   term 

 
  -complex 

 
   -nonlinear 

 
    -It is controllable 

 
    -Multi-directional 

 
   -Results of multiple forces 

 
   -interacting in space and     time 

Develoment is a process and 
environmental sustainability is 
fundamental to it 



Social Validation 
It is a process that contributes to the better 

understanding, efficiency and effectiveness of a 
project / program 

The aim of    

 

 



Basic Principles of social validation 

Validity goes hand in hand with the quality of the 
results and their contribution to the impact.  

 

The acceptance and confidence of results is based on 
their validation.  

 

 

 

Social validation determines the social importance of 
the effects of any practice, policy or anything else 
that is the focus of a project.  
. 



From the technical point of view 

We knew how to proceed… 
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of two main axes – or “impact drivers” 
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HABITATS strategy 

is based on the coupling of  social content in terms of social 
validation innovative methodologies with highly relevant 
technological innovative developments  
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Matching the taxonomy of social validation “ideal types” with the three 
main areas of interest for our analysis: 



The situation of each HABITATS pilot was represented as the intersection 

with a    third    main axe 
 

•  The level of SDI compliance to INSPIRE prescriptions for the 
Annex III data themes 16-19 in terms of data and metadata 
models, standards and application schemes; 

 
•  The extent to which new services are developed –or upgraded– 

with or without proper SDI compliance;  

 

•  The degree of end-user satisfaction –defined and 
measured – regarding those services. 

 

 

 



HABITATS’  derived benefits from  the availability and accessibility of 
environmental data: 

  

What is a stake? 
 

 

 This establishes that  stake is to be considered the 
potential for gain or loss by a given individual or group 
when choices have to be made that involve other groups 
as well with other possible gains or losses.   



USER NEEDS : availability, accessibility, usability and services 
 

Each of the HABITATS pilots is therefore built on: 

 
 

•  existing concrete services currently carried out by project partners 

 

•  potentials of data access through network services and  

 
•  Enhancement through usage scenarios developed by user 

communities, in order to meet the three HABITATS criteria of 
relevance, openness and responsiveness.  



Engaging communities 



And at a more local level  

    Whether the context of the stakeholders in the validation sites if 
cultural, institutional, financial and legal barriers are preventing or 
delaying the sharing of existing data?   

 
If so, How should we, the HABITATS' consortium and its stakeholders, 

be looking at these barriers so as to further understanding on the 
need of harmonization of key spatial data themes required for 
support environmental policies? 

 

 Do stakeholders have an understanding of what kind of issues 
are crucial for enhanced environmental policy-making at their 
communities, local level, and how they these may impact on 
their livelihoods? 

















Lessons learnt 

•  Flexible and adaptive methodological approach: focusing on 
monitoring and evaluating innovative approaches under diverse cultural and 
social conditions, using evidence-based methods complemented by cross-
referencing of key processes at each iteration of development and re-design of 
tools 

 

•  Stakeholder interaction and participation: the monitoring and 
evaluation methodology for assessing the effectiveness of tools and the impact 
of their adoption requires gathering evidence of the evolving dynamics among 
the different stakeholders at different stages of the process 

 

•  Multi-level perspective: the monitoring and evaluation methodology 
includes a 3-stage cycle of diagnostics, assessment, adjustments that need to 
be cross-referenced at local, national and regional levels, serving to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the methods and tools, and at the same time providing the 
means for identifying the mechanisms and networking efforts needed for 
scaling-up the results. 



HABITATS has identified three criteria that can motivate  

uptake and move from mere outcomes to real impact  
 

•  Relevance: services developed in validation pilots must be concrete 
enough to suggest added value while broad enough in scope to 
allow for adaptation to different usage scenarios. 

•  Openness: the approach adopted should be suggestive enough to 
generate new scenarios for trans-European data sharing, with pilot 
stakeholder communities open to cooperation. 

•  Responsiveness: the project services and communities should be 
able to flexibly adapt to the needs and requirements of new users 
considered as an increase in network value, thus responding 
positively to expectations. 



HABITATS great aspiration  
 
  The long-term viability and sustainability   of 

the social spaces of research and innovation 
in pilots...  ‘ the ideal mix for sparking of viral 
standards adoption processes’  

 

 

       gracias 


